Rating Action: Moody's downgrades Transneft to A3; rating on review for possible downgrade
Global Credit Research - 15 Dec 2008
Approximately USD4.3 billion of debt securities affected

New York, December 15, 2008 -- Moody's Investors Service has today downgraded to A3 from A2 the issuer rating of OAO AK Transneft
("Transneft") and the rating of the senior unsecured loan participation notes, totaling approximately USD4.3 billion, issued by TransCapitalInvest
Limited ("TCI"), a special purpose vehicle that has issued notes for the sole purpose of financing loans to Transneft. These rating actions were
prompted by Moody's decision to change the outlook on the sovereign ratings of the Russian Federation to stable from positive. The ratings of
Transneft and TCI remain on review for possible further downgrade in light of Moody's decision to review its assessment of the default
dependence, currently assumed as low, between Transneft, Russia's de-facto monopoly oil pipeline business, and the Russian government -whose support is factored into the company's rating -- in light of the global financial crisis and sharp fall in commodity prices.
In accordance with Moody's rating methodology for Government Related Issuers (GRIs), the A3 rating of Transneft reflects the combination of
the following inputs:
- Baseline credit assessment ("BCA") of 8-10 (on a scale of 1 to 21, where 1 represents the lowest risk and the range from 8 to 10 corresponds
to the Baa category)
- Baa1 local currency rating of the Russian government
- Low dependence assessment (now being re-assessed)
- High support
Moody's assessment of Transneft's BCA and the degree of government support remains unchanged at this stage. Thus, the rating action for
Transneft solely reflects the impact of the sovereign rating action and Moody's review of the dependence assessment in order to incorporate
recent market developments.
As long as the Russian sovereign rating had a positive outlook, Transneft's rating benefited -- in line with Moody's GRI model -- from upward
pressure on the sovereign rating. The GRI model outcome for Transneft was thus just marginally below the A2 level following Moody's marginal
downward reassessment in July 2008 of the Russian government's support, which was incorporated into Transneft's rating, in line with
reassessments made for other Russian GRIs. However, the recent stabilization of the outlook on the sovereign rating has removed this upward
pressure and prompted Moody's to downgrade Transneft's rating to A3, which is commensurate with the rating agency's current support
assumption.
Given Moody's current assumption of low default dependence between Transneft and its supporting government, the Russian Federation, the
review of Transneft's rating will focus on assessing the impact of a possible increase in dependence. Recent events have highlighted the
Russian economy's lack of diversification and its critical dependence on oil prices and budget revenues. Therefore, Moody's review will focus,
in particular, on the consequences of falling oil prices for the economic and political interrelationship between the financial health and stability of
the federal government and that of Transneft. This relationship is captured in Moody's dependence assumption. A material increase in the
dependence assumption could result in a smaller uplift of Transneft's rating from the company's BCA. However, Moody's highlights that any
downward adjustment to Transneft's rating would be limited to one notch.
The previous rating action on Transneft was implemented on 29 July 2008, when Moody's affirmed Transneft's rating and assigned a (P)A2
rating with a stable outlook to TCI's proposed loan participation notes.
The principal methodology used in rating Transneft is "The Application of Joint Default Analysis to Government Related Issuers", published in
April 2005, which can be found at moodys.com in the Credit Policy & Methodologies directory, in the Ratings Methodologies sub-directory. Other
methodologies and factors that may have been considered in the process of rating this issuer can also be found in the Credit Policy &
Methodologies directory.
Headquartered in the city of Moscow, OAO AK Transneft is fully controlled by the Russian government (the latter owns 100% of its voting
shares) and is the largest crude oil transportation company in the world, with a pipeline system of 47,528 km, servicing both Russia's domestic
crude oil needs and export operations. In 2007, the company transported crude oil of 463.8 million tonnes. Its 2007, IFRS sales were RUR221.9
billion (around US$8.7 billion).
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CREDIT RATINGS ISSUED BY MOODY'S INVESTORS SERVICE, INC. ("MIS") AND ITS AFFILIATES ARE
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INVESTMENT OR FINANCIAL ADVICE, AND CREDIT RATINGS AND MOODY'S PUBLICATIONS ARE NOT AND
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NEITHER CREDIT RATINGS NOR MOODY'S PUBLICATIONS COMMENT ON THE SUITABILITY OF AN
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MOODY'S PUBLICATIONS WITH THE EXPECTATION AND UNDERSTANDING THAT EACH INVESTOR WILL
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contained herein is obtained by MOODY'S from sources believed by it to be accurate and reliable. Because of the
possibility of human or mechanical error as well as other factors, however, all information contained herein is provided
"AS IS" without warranty of any kind. MOODY'S adopts all necessary measures so that the information it uses in
assigning a credit rating is of sufficient quality and from sources Moody's considers to be reliable, including, when
appropriate, independent third-party sources. However, MOODY'S is not an auditor and cannot in every instance
independently verify or validate information received in the rating process. Under no circumstances shall MOODY'S have
any liability to any person or entity for (a) any loss or damage in whole or in part caused by, resulting from, or relating to,
any error (negligent or otherwise) or other circumstance or contingency within or outside the control of MOODY'S or any
of its directors, officers, employees or agents in connection with the procurement, collection, compilation, analysis,
interpretation, communication, publication or delivery of any such information, or (b) any direct, indirect, special,
consequential, compensatory or incidental damages whatsoever (including without limitation, lost profits), even if
MOODY'S is advised in advance of the possibility of such damages, resulting from the use of or inability to use, any such
information. The ratings, financial reporting analysis, projections, and other observations, if any, constituting part of the
information contained herein are, and must be construed solely as, statements of opinion and not statements of fact or
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MIS, a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of Moody's Corporation ("MCO"), hereby discloses that most issuers
of debt securities (including corporate and municipal bonds, debentures, notes and commercial paper) and preferred
stock rated by MIS have, prior to assignment of any rating, agreed to pay to MIS for appraisal and rating services
rendered by it fees ranging from $1,500 to approximately $2,500,000. MCO and MIS also maintain policies and
procedures to address the independence of MIS's ratings and rating processes. Information regarding certain affiliations
that may exist between directors of MCO and rated entities, and between entities who hold ratings from MIS and have
also publicly reported to the SEC an ownership interest in MCO of more than 5%, is posted annually at
www.moodys.com under the heading "Shareholder Relations — Corporate Governance — Director and Shareholder
Affiliation Policy."

Any publication into Australia of this document is by MOODY'S affiliate, Moody's Investors Service Pty Limited ABN 61
003 399 657, which holds Australian Financial Services License no. 336969. This document is intended to be provided
only to "wholesale clients" within the meaning of section 761G of the Corporations Act 2001. By continuing to access this
document from within Australia, you represent to MOODY'S that you are, or are accessing the document as a
representative of, a "wholesale client" and that neither you nor the entity you represent will directly or indirectly
disseminate this document or its contents to "retail clients" within the meaning of section 761G of the Corporations Act
2001.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, credit ratings assigned on and after October 1, 2010 by Moody's Japan K.K. (“MJKK”) are
MJKK's current opinions of the relative future credit risk of entities, credit commitments, or debt or debt-like securities. In
such a case, “MIS” in the foregoing statements shall be deemed to be replaced with “MJKK”. MJKK is a wholly-owned
credit rating agency subsidiary of Moody's Group Japan G.K., which is wholly owned by Moody’s Overseas Holdings Inc.,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of MCO.

This credit rating is an opinion as to the creditworthiness or a debt obligation of the issuer, not on the equity securities of
the issuer or any form of security that is available to retail investors. It would be dangerous for retail investors to make
any investment decision based on this credit rating. If in doubt you should contact your financial or other professional
adviser.

